Jack Moffitt David Grant
Clerk Deputy Clerk
MEMORANDUM
TO: Legislators, Directors, Staff and Media
FROM: Jack Moffitt, Clerk of the Legislature
DATE: November 7, 2018
RE: Matter of Urgency - File No. 18-0294

18-0294 2019 Monrge County Budget - As a Matter of Urgency - County Executive
Cheryl Dinolfo

Per President Dr. Joe Carbone, the attached communication is declared to be a Matter of
Urgency pursuant to Section 545-24(A)(3) of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature and

will be considered at the November 13, 2018 meeting of the Monroe County Legislature.

Attachments

407 County Office Building - 39 West Main Sireet » Rochester, New York 14614
Phone: (585) 753-1950 - Fax: (583) 753-1932
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To The Honorable Morrae County
Monroe County Legislature : Assianment
39 West Main Street Compiitioas fes damuc
Room 407 U L

Rochester, New York 14614

Honorable Legislators:
I am pleased to present for your review and approval the proposed 2019 Annual Budget for Monroe County.

This is the third budget that I am submitting to you as County Executive and one that I take great pride in
presenting to our community. Upon taking office, I made a promise to the residents, families, and businesses
of Monroe County that I would never raise the County property tax rate. I am proud that this year we have
gone one step further. Our 2019 Budget cuts the tax rate to $8.89 per $1,000 of equalized full value — a ten-
cent reduction in the County’s property tax rate, which will result in over $4 million in savings for our
taxpayers. I appreciate your partnership in helping to deliver even better budgets for our taxpayers and their
families.

The 2019 budget is balanced and fiscally responsible and makes County government more efficient, more
sustainable, and more accountable than ever before. It limits mandated and non-mandated spending growth to
less than the rate of inflation, responsibly funds the vital services that contribute to our world-class quality of
life, and continues to provide key investments to support stronger families across Monroe County. This budget
is fully in compliance with both Monroe County’s Taxpayer Protection Act and the New York State Property
Tax Cap. Operating Budget spending totals under $1.23 billion.

As part of our commitment to growing more jobs for Monroe County residents, we will invest almost $2.4
million in our Planning and Economic Development initiatives in the coming year. We are again fully-
funding our efforts to connect people with more jobs, to give local workers the skills they need to succeed,
and to attract new employers and investment to Monroe County. This commitment is reflected in our next-
generation approach to economic development. Today, our integrated economic development strategy is
about getting boots on the ground, meeting with employers face to face, and sealing the deal when the time
comes. There’s no question that our County will be open for business in the coming year and for years to
come.
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Through a combination of dissolving Local Development Corporations (LDCs), controlling local spending,
and the continued streamlining of County services, the 2019 Budget holds taxpayer supported non-mandated
spending — or the spending that we can control on a local level — below the rate of inflation. Furthermore,
budgeted spending on mandated and non-mandated services is well within the rate of inflation, the long-term
mandate-driven structural deficit is reduced, and quality of life services are responsibly funded.

Mandated costs continue to make up the single largest portion of the 2019 Budget, comprising 85% of Monroe
County’s spending for the coming year. Facing this staggering reality, it remains clear that New York State
must take responsibility for its mandated programs and spending in order to provide real, lasting relief for
property taxpayers. I will continue to work collaboratively with my partners in County government from
across the state through my position on the Board of the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC)
to advocate for reforms to the nine mandated programs and services that still account for 99% of all property
taxes collected statewide.

T'am proud that my proposed 2019 Monroe County Budget will deliver a tax cut for our hardworking taxpayers
while continuing to fund our vital investments in growing more jobs and supporting stronger families across
our community. I look forward to working with you throughout the budget approval process, and I thank you
in advance for your continued partnership and support in the year to come.

The specific legislative actions required are:

1. Pursuant to Section C4-3 of the Monroe County Charter, schedule a public hearing on the
2019 Monroe County Budget and direct the Clerk of the Legislature to cause notice of said
public hearing to be published at least once in one or more daily newspapers of general
circulation in the County at least five (5) days before the date of said hearing and to cause a
summary of said budget, as attached hereto, to be published with said notice.

23 Pursuant to Section C4-4 of the Monroe County Charter, adopt the Monroe County 2019
Budget after said public hearing having been held.

3. Establish the 2019 Classification, Compensation and Salary Schedule for employees of the
County of Monroe, as contained in the 2019 Monroe County Budget.

I recommend that this matter receive favorable action by Your Honorable Body.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Dinolfo
Monroe County Executive

110 County Office Building » 39 West Main Street « Rochester, New York 14614
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2019 BUDGET SUMMARY BY ELECTED OFFICIAL

OPERATING BUDGET
Appropriations Revenues Net County Cost

COUNTY CLERK S 8,032,833 § 11,500,000 S (3,467,167)
COUNTY LEGISLATURE 2,055,329 0 2,055,329
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 15,281,985 776,653 14,505,332
SHERIFF 153,114,852 17,864,120 135,250,732
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 1,049,284,218 803,204,016 246,080,202
TOTAL | § 1,227,769,217 $ 833,344,789 S 394,424,428

TOTAL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY $ 394,424,428
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