By Legislators Dondorfer and Baynes

Intro. No.

MOTION NO. OF 2022

PROVIDING THAT LOCAL LAW (INTRO. NO. 10 OF 2022) ENTITLED “AMENDING
CHAPTER 357 OF THE MONROE COUNTY CODE TO PROVIDE A TAX EXEMPTION FOR
MEMBERS OF VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES OR VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE
SERVICES,” BE ADOPTED

Be It Moved, that Local Law (Intro. No. 10 of 2022}, Entitled “Amending Chapter 357 of the
Monroe County Code to Provide a Tax Exemption for Members of Volunteer Fire Companies or Voluntary
Ambulance Services,” be, and hereby is, adopted.
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By Legislators Dondorfer and Baynes
Intro No. 10
LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2022

ENACTING A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED “AMENDING CHAPTER 357 OF THE MONROE
COUNTY CODE TO PROVIDE A TAX EXEMPTION FOR MEMBERS OF VOLUNTEER FIRE
COMPANIES OR VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVICES”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Title. This Local Law shall be a new Article under Chapter 357 of the Monroe County Code
entitled “Tax Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers.”

Section 2. Purpose and Findings. It is the purpose of this Local Law to implement the authority
granted to local taxing jurisdictions by Real Property Tax Law Section 466-k — Tax Exemption for Volunteer
Fitefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers. The Monroe County Legislature finds and hereby determines
that New York Real Property Tax Law Section 466-k makes available a tax exemption for volunteer fire and
ambulance service workers at the option of the local municipality. The Monroe County Legislature further
finds and determines that Monroe County should exercise said option and implement said tax exemption
because it would enhance the ability to recruit and retain the volunteers that are the lifeblood of the volunteer
fire and ambulance organizations currently serving the residents of a number of municipalities within Monroe
County. Recruiting and retaining sufficient volunteers to serve these important functions is essental to
maintaining the high quality of emergency service in our community and saving its taxpayers the significant
expense of paid staff.

Section 3. Grant of Property Tax Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance
Workers. Chapter 357 of the Monroe County Code, “Taxation” shall be amended to add “Article XV - Tax
Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers™ as follows:

Article XV. Tax Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers.

§ 357-55. Legislative Intent. The Real Property Tax Law has been amended by the additon of a new § 466-
k, which permits Monroe County to grant a partial tax exemption on real property owned by an enrolled
member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance
service or such enrolled member and spouse. Said partial exemption is 10% of the assessed value of such
property for all County, part County, and special district purposes.

§ 357-56. Grant of exemption. An exemption of 10% of assessed value of property owned by an enrolled
member or such enrolled member and spouse is hereby granted from taxation with respect to all County, part
County, and special district purposes, subject to the requirements set forth in this Article.

§ 357-57. Eligibility. Such exemption shall be granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer
fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service provided that:

A, The applicant resides in a city, town, or village within Monroe County which is served by such
incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service;

B. The property is the primary residence of the applicant;

C. The property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that in the event any
portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant’s residence but is used for other purposes,
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such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be eniitled to the exempuon
provided by this section;

D. The applicant has been certified in accordance with § 357-61 as enrolled member of an: (1)
incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department for at least 2 years, or (2) incorporated voluntary
ambulance service for at least 2 years; and

E. The applicant complies with the requirements of § 357-59.

§ 357-58. Grant of lifetime exemption. Any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company,
fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who accrues more than 20 years of active service
and is so certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire
department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall be granted the 10% exemption as authonzed by
this article for the remainder of his or her life as long as his or her primary residence is located within Monroe
County.

§ 357-59. Application. Application for such exemption shall be filed with the assessor for the municipality in
which the property is located on or before the taxable status date on a form as prescribed by the Commissioner
of Tax and Finance.

§ 357-60. No diminution of benefits. No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer ambulance
worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under the provisions of Article 4 of the Real
Property Tax Law on the effective date of this article shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the
provisions of this article.

§ 357-61. Certification. Each incorporated volunteer fire company, incorporated volunteer fire department
and incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall file a notice annually with the assessor for the municipality
in which the property is located, prior to the applicable taxable status date, certifying its enrolled members with
2 or more years of service. Such notice shall list as of the applicable taxable status date the number of years of
service served by each such enrolled member and such enrolled member’s address of residence.

Section 4. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this law or
the application thercof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance shall
be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment
shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law, or in its application to the person, individual,
corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order
or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective Date. This local law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State pursuant
to Section 27 of the New York Municipal Home Rule Law and the Monroe County Charter.

File No. 22-0050.L.L

Matter of Urgency
ADOPTION: Date: Vote:
ACTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
APPROVED: VETOED:
SIGNATURE: DATE:

EFFECTIVE DATE OF LOCAL LAW":




